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June 4, 1847
A letter of Van Raalte -To the Merchants in lumber on the
Kalamazoo River," stating that a Mr. Hesselink is dealing with
them on his behalf. ACVR is writing in English. He is concerned
to get the cheapest rate.
Calvin College Archives: Van Raalte Collection, Box 8, folder
141.
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will convince those who did not believe it possible for
Mr. Smith to have had a frame house by 1845 that such
a thing was a real fact.
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On June 4, 1847, Van Raalte wrote a remarkable letter additss`e'd-trthe Merchants in lumber on the Kalamazoo River." He said: "The subscriber want 15 m.
feet lumber. He wil paij at last 1 October. Because he
cannot look after that matter send he the bearer of this
Mr. Hesselink to the dealers in lumber along the. Kalamazoo. He must ascertain bij whom he cane get this
lumber cheapest. He must look out that the lumber have
a good measure and not is spoiled; likewise we very sad
have get. The dealer in lumber must him only help to
make a raft, but Mr. Hesselink wil self the lumber bring
to the Blacklake. Mr. Hesselink know the kind of lumber. The subscriber demand the lumbedr to get for the
cheapest rate; it cane be, that he will paij after some
weeks already in cash." He signed himself, "Your neighbour, A. C. Van Raalte. Holland, Ottawa, Michigan,
4 June 1847." On the next page of this document there
was written a note to the fact that on this order the
following amounts were delivered: 10,711 Field's, 1,852
Carter's, and 5,084 Fisher's, total 17,647 feet for $9.70.
This note was dated Newark, June 7, 1847. In a later
hand we read: "Received payment . A. Carter Co. by
S. P. Wade." It is interesting to note that here we have
one of the first letters written by Van Raalte in the
English language. He had not studied English in his
native land, and not until he was on the steamship the
Southerner did he begin to become acquainted with that

Albertus C. Van Raalte and His Dutch
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being 1,292 feet for $9.04, and 2,981 feet for $20.86, the
total $29.90. On May 24, 1847, the Rev. Smith signed
his name to the statement at the bottom of the sheet,
saying that Van Raalte had now paid in full. Fairbanks
added some interesting details, showing that there were
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123 feet 11/2 inches thick, 1,150 feet of flooring 134
inches thick, 900 feet of siding of 1,4 inch thick, 1,800
feet of inch boards, and 300 feet of lumber of 2X inches
thick. In short, Van Raalte was bound to have good
'..,/ building material for his home. This information also
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will convince those who did not believe it possible for
Mr. Smith to have had a frame house by 1845 that such
a thing was a real fact.
On June 4,
Van Raalte wrote a remarkable letter a ressed to "the Merchants in lumber on the Kalamazoo River." He said: "The subscriber want 15 rn.
feet lumber. He wil paij at last 1 October. Because he
cannot look after that matter send he the bearer of this
Mr. Hesselink to the dealers in lumber along the Kalamazoo. He must ascertain bij whom he cane get this
lumber cheapest. He must look out that the lumber have
a good measure and not is spoiled; likewise we very sad
have get. The dealer in lumber must him only help to
make a raft, but Mr. Hesselink wil self the lumber bring
to the Blacklake. Mr. Hesselink know the kind of lumber. The subscriber demand the lumber to get for the
cheapest rate; it cane be, that he will paij after some
weeks already in cash." He signed himself, "Your neigh.
bour, A. C. Van Raalte. Holland, Ottawa, Michigan,
4 June 1847." On the next page of this document there
was written a note to the fact that on this order the
following amounts were delivered: 10,711 Field's, 1,852
Carter's, and 5,084 Fisher's, total 17,647 feet for $9.70.
This note was dated Newark, June 7, 1847. In a later
hand we read: "Received payment A. Carter Co. by
S. P. Wade." It is interesting to note that here we have
one of the first letters written by Van Raalte in the
English language. He had not studied English in his
native land, and not until he was on the steamship the
Southerner did he begin to become acquainted with that
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